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Topics 

General Zoning 
Information 

Establishing a 
new 

Agricultural Use 

Code 
Compliance 

Agricultural 
Clearing Permit

Grading 
Ordinance 

update 
PACE Program Questions  



General Zoning Information 

A70 – Limited Agriculture. Intended for 

crop or animal agriculture. 

Number of animals allowed 

are specified by neighborhood 

regulations.



Animal Regulations 

M



Establishing a new Agricultural Use 

Existing Single-Family Dwelling

Clear up to 2 to 5 acres of land Establish a primary use

Agricultural 

Clearing Permit

Is the use allowed?

Single-Family 

Dwelling

Clear up to 2 to 5 acres of land



Code Compliance 

• Complaint based program 

• Clearing of vacant land requires review by County staff

• On legally cleared land, minor earthwork for tilling and cultivating is 
exempt 

• Landform changes such as grading of new roads and terracing 
require permits 



Agricultural Clearing Permit 

• Administrative Permit

• Director of PDS Decision-Maker

• Grading Ordinance Consistency

• California Environmental Quality Act

• Groundwater

• Biological Resources

• Cultural Resources

• PDS Form 579



Grading Ordinance Update 

Staff prepares 

changes to 

County Codes 

and Gathers 

Stakeholder 

Input

Board 

Direction

Staff prepares 

CEQA Document

Continue 

outreach 

efforts and 

respond to 

Public Review 

Comments

Planning 

Commission 

and Board 

Hearings to 

adopt code 

revisions

Public Review 

of County 

Code 

Amendments 

and CEQA 

Document

Staff conducts 
research and 

develops a 
scope

We are here!



PACE Program

• Purchase of Agricultural 
Conservation Easement (PACE) 
Program 

• Eligibility: 
• Active agriculture for at least two years 

immediately prior to application

• Property must be zoned A70 – Limited 
Agriculture, A72 – General Agriculture, 
RR – Rural Residential, S90 – Holding 
Area, or S92 – General Rural

• Next application review cycle will 
occur in Spring 2022 

• Questions or more info, please 
contact Stephanie Neal at 
AgConservation@sdcounty.ca.gov

mailto:AgConservation@sdcounty.ca.gov


Questions?
Chloe Hird: Chloe.hird@sdcounty.ca.gov

Sean Oberbauer: Sean.oberbauer@sdcounty.ca.gov

Conor McGee: Conor.mcGee@sdcounty.ca.gov
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