
Farmer and University Advisor Q&A

San Diego Farm and Nursery Expo
Val Mellano and Gerry Spinelli, November 2nd, 2023

How to comply with ag water quality regulations in San Diego



If you grow or trade agricultural goods 
commercially, you must enroll in the Ag Order

Do I need to join the Irrigated Lands Group?

One of the requirements of 
the Ag Order is to test 
surface waters for pollutants



You need to contact Tasha Ardalan! 

How do I join the Irrigated Lands Group and how much does it cost?





Sounds expensive, are there alternatives?

Approved Third-Party groups

You could also sample and test water by 
yourself but it would be way more expensive



Why do I need to be a member of the Farm Bureau to belong to the Irrigated Lands Group? 

In San Diego, the Irrigated Lands Group was formed by and is housed by the Farm Bureau 



All growers that grow commercially 
and all growers that use irrigation

Do all growers need to participate in this program?



• You need to prepare a Water Quality Protection Plan

• You need to perform quarterly self-inspections

• You need to take 2 hours of education on water quality per year

Besides joining the group, what else am I required to do?



Who makes the rules about water quality? 

State Water Resources Control Board and >> 
Regional Water Quality Control Board

It has nothing to do with the Water Authority/Water Districts. Those are involved with water supply



I am already inspected by the San Diego County Department of Agriculture. I think they inspect for water quality too. Is that
correct?

Unincorporated area: San Diego County Incorporated area: Cities



Why do we have some many inspectors looking at the same things? 


